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The following Strictures on the Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Em- 
mons’ Sermon having been repeatedly called for, we 
have consented to publish it, though some of our rea- 
ders must have seen it in the Gospel Visitant. 

STRICTURES 

On Rev. Dr. Emmons’ Sermon, published in a volume, 

entitled ** Sermons on some of the first principles 

and doctrines of true religion,”’—Text, 
Fx. ix. 16, ** In very deed for this 
cause have I raised thee up.” 

Ix his Sermon on this text, the learned Doctor labor- 
ed to prove the three following propositions ; 

1. That God did destroy Pharaoh. 

2, That he raised him up to fit bim for destruction. 
. That he is to be justified in this instance of his 


A 





iestruction. 
yy the destruction of Pharaoh the Dr. means his being 
doomed to eternal misery in the future state, he says; 
‘The Deity threatened to cut bim off from the earth ; 
which plainly implies something more, than barely put- 
ting un eid to his life.” Aud asa further confirmation 
of the opinion that Pharaoh’s destruction is his endless 
ruin, he brings forward the instances of the destruction 
fthe old world und of Sodom, and as he is certain that 
the inhabitents of the old world and the people of Sodom 


ke 
were adjudged to endless torments, so is he equally cer- 
iain that this was likewise the fate of Pharaoh: he says, 
Pharaoh died, as they died, we may con- 
clade, that he perisied as they perished. God raised 
iim up not merely, for death but for destruction. And 
t is not the first, but the second death, which may be 
»roperly called the destruction of a rational and immor- 


“And sinecs 


al creature. ‘This warrants us to believe, that when 
{rod cut off Pharach trom the earth; he consigned him 
o the regions of darkness, where he is reserved unto 
the judgment aud condemnation of the great day.”.— 
\gain, on this subject Le says, ‘* God determined irom 
ternity to make him finally miserable.” 
‘therefore acted according to strict justice, in dooming 
Again, ** He bad a right 


Again, ** God 


‘ium to eternal destruction.” 
ia point of justice, to cut him off from the earth, and 
‘end him to endless perdition.”” 

The first notice, which it seems proper to take of the 
Dr's. statements above quoted, is to mquire whetber he 
had sufficient authority for making them. By what au- 
thority did he assert that ‘* God determined from eterni- 
iy to make Pharaoh finally miserable”? Is there any 
such declaration in the scriptures? No, there is noth- 
ing like it. The impartial judgments with which Phar- 
aoh and his people were visited for their wickedness, 
are carefully recorded by the divine historian; and the 


formed that a very great rain fell upon the earth in the 
days of Noah, that many insects were destroyed, many 
reptiles drowned, some cattle Jost, and in many instanc- 
es, men, women and children narrowly escaped death ; 
that in the days of Lot there was a remarkable thunder 
storm in Sodom, a number of houses were bumt with the 
lightning, seme animals Jost their lives, and many of the 
people did but just escape the flamés ; that before the 
Israelites could get permission of Pharaoh to leave Egypt 
there were strange signs and wonders in the land, such 
af uncommon sickness among Cattle, more flies than u- 
sual, a most violent hail storm, several very dark days, 
&e. &c. could any one be justified in adding enough to 
such en account as to make it amount to as much as 
the bible account now is? Surely they could not. But 
in such a case, would the addition bear the least compar- 
ison with this of the Dr’s.? No; no more than a mo- 
ment compared with eternity! If the Rev. Dr. should 
write a history of the late war, and in giving an account 
of the number of Americans who fell during the several 
campaigns, should swell the number to a thousand times 
as many as there are inhabitants in the whole werld, he 
would even then come infinitely short of his exaggera- 
tion in the case under consideration. Why did not the 
preacher pause, and consider, that it belonged to his 
sermon to give some rational account, why the divine 
historian should have been so particular in recording the 
temporal calamities which were sent on Pharaoh and his 
people, but mention nothing of a judgment which is in- 
finitely greater than all the plagues, which he recorded, 
pnt together? 

The Dr. says: ‘* The Deity threatened to cut him off 
from the earth: which plainly implies something more 
then barely putting an end to his life.”* If our preacher 
be right in this assertion, and if cutting Pharaoh eff from 
the earth necessarily implies something morc than barely 
putting an end to his life, then barely putting an end to 
his life would not have cut him off from the earth! 

That the Dr's. statement concerning the punishment 
of Sodom is not only without the least authority from 
ceripture, but repugnant to scripture, is proved by the 
testimony of the prophet Jeremiah: See Lamen. iv. 6, 
‘* For the punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of 
my people is greater than the punishment of the sin of 
Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment and no 
hands stayed on her.” If the punishment of the sin 
of Sodom were ‘eternal destruction,” how can the 
punishment of the iniquity of Jerusalem be greater? 
But the fact is, the inspired prophet in describing both 
their punishments gave no intimation of any thing be- 
yond this mortal state. Heis particular and Jamentable, 





final overthrow of that wicked monarch and his army is 
recorded as a monument of the mighty power of God | 
displayed for the deliverance of the oppressed. But | 
there is not one word in the whole divine record which 
gives any account of God’s ‘* dooming Pharaoh to eter- 
nal destruction.”»> The Dr. considers the lot and final 
end of Pharaoh to be the same as that of the old world 
and the inhabitanis of Sodem. But has he proved that 
the old world and the inhabitants of Sodom were doom- 
ed to eternal destruction? No, he has not ; nor is there 
in the scriptures the least intimation of such a thing.— 
There are particular accounts ziven of the temporal de- 
siruction of the old world by the flood, and of Sodom by 
fire from heaven; but not a word on the subject of their 
being ‘* doomed to eternal destruction.” -On this sub- 
jeet let us query as follows: If in room of the account 
which we have in the scriptures of the destruction of 





*he old world, of Sodom and Pharaoh, we had becn in- 


‘ eloquently lamentable in describing the awful calamities 


with which the house of Israel would be visited, but the 
whole account relates to the sufferings of a mortal state. 
If the divinely inspired prophet knew that the sin of 
Sodom would be punished eternally, would he have de- 
scribed the temporal punishments of the house of Israel 
and call them greater than the punishment of the sin of 
Scdom? Furthermore, if the prophet knew that the 
greater punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of his 
people would be in another world and to all eternity, 
why did he carefully avoid saying any thing on that sub- 


ject, and confine himself wholly to the sufferings of that | 


people during natural life? If all the inspired writers 
could be justified in confining the judgments of God, 
which they were authorised to, announce, to this tem- 
poral siate, why should our uninspired doctors do ex- 
actly different, and denounce the judgments of God in 
a future world and to all eternity. 





There is an instance of such an unjustifiable violence 
done to the sacred text by the learned Dr. in his argn 
ments on this subject, that duty requires that it be no- 
ticed and rectified. His words are as follows; ** He 
told Pharaoh to his face, that he would cut him off from 
the earth, and that he had raised bim up for this pur- 
pose.”? The evident meaning of this sentence is, that 
God told Pharaoh that he had raised him up for the pur- 
pose of cutting him off from the earth. And it has been 
before shown, that the Dr. coptends that by cutting 
Pharaoh off from the earth, Ged meant to send him to 
“eternal destruction.”? So that what the Dr. here as- 
serts 1s, that God told Pharaoh to his face, that he had 
raised him up for the prrpose of his eternal destruction, 
But the fact is, we have no account of God’s telfine 
Pharaoh what the Dr. says he did. The words of serip- 
ture are as follows: ‘* And in very deed for this cause 
have I raised thee up, for to shew thee my power; and 
that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.” 
But the Dr. says, that God told Phareoh, that he raised 
him up for the purpose of cutting him off from the earth! 
Hie most surely onght to consider himself accountable 
for this statement, and if it were an error or mistake, os 
we presume it was, yet he owes it to himself to set the 
matter right before the public. Unsecriptural, false, and 
erroneous statements can never be sanctioned by the ti- 
tles of honor which worins of the dust receive one of 
another. That respectable character which the Dr's. 
learning and piety have so justly secured, ought; by no 
means, to be used in a way to give currency and credi- 
bility to ceror, ‘The more a man is sensible that bis cha- 
racter is of weight in society, the more cautions ought 
he to be, to use his infuence in favour of truth and a- 
gainst falsehood. ‘There are strong reasons for suppos- 
ing that the Dr’s. prepossessions in favour of his scheme 
of election and reprobation, and the strong prejudices 
which have taken possession of his mind respecting this 
system, have led him to make the otherwise unaccount- 
ble mistakes which have been pointed ont. 


CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 








COMMUNICATIONS, 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ann 
To the Editor of the Unirersalist Magazine, 

REV. Sir,-—! have had the satisfaction for some con- 
siderable time past, of reading your Magazine. I find in it 
many good ideas aud much good instruction. Like all 
other writings on religion, it says much of the human 
soul and future happiness. I have been constantly in 
the habit from my infancy, of attending public worship, 
I have never been confined to any particular order or 
denomination, as many arc, but have been always ready 
to hear evidence and receive instruction from any, f 
find tl.at all religious instructors agree in one thing, (al- 
though I can hardly say that these divine teachers agree 
in two) that is, they all say I have a eoul, which will 
exist after this mortal body returns back from whence it 
came, that it is capable of enjoying and suffering after a 
separation from the body. One order or d@nomination 
affirm with confidence that the immortal spirit when sep- 
arated from its clayey tabernacle wil be happy, others 
affirm with equal confidence that the happiness or mise- 
ry of the soul in a future state depends on the improve- 
ment of our temporal existence. But no one has eyer 
(to my knowledge) undertaken to show, what that prin- 
ciple or quality, which they give the pame of soul, is 
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or in what part of the body it resides. I am ignorant 
as to this matter; 1 have attended meeting almost con- 
stantly for twenty years, heard preachers of almost ev- 
ery Cenomination, and now if I was asked what that 
jrinciple is, which the clerical order disfigure their fa- 
ees 50 much about, | should at once be under the ne- 
cessity of exposing my ignorence, for I could only say, 
that it was a certain something or nothing, what it is, 
or where it is, or what would become of it, I could not 
tell. Would it not be more proper first to convince 
people that they have an immortal principle, and then 
instruct them what will become of it? 

My particular object is, to request information in this 
matter ; and I beg the privilege of being so fer indulged, 
us to have-the following questions answered: What is 
that principle or quality, to which the name of soul is 
given? In what part of the body does it exist? 1 wish 
for an answer to these questions, hardly willing to doubt 
at the same time, bot that those clergymen who make it 
their business to point ogt the narrow way to the soul’s 
future abode and felicity, will be able and willing to 
give the required answer, and ease my mind from the 
xloomy burdens of unbelief. If I have a soul tell me 
what it is, and where it is, then I sha!) know its value, 
and know whether its salvation is worthy of my notice 
or not. PETER. 

Halifar, Vt. Oct. 1820. 
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owe 
THE SPY, No. iV. 

BEING on a journey, last summer, to the State of 
Vermont, I called at my friend Southerland’s on the 
way, and passed the sabbath witn him. It was ina lit- 
tle country town; an old meeting-houge, without etee- 
ple, a store, tavern, and six or eight dwelling houses, 
with their several barns, made up the whole of the ril; 
iage, as it was called. The weather being very warm, 
b was nearly overcome by beat and the fatigue of trav- 
elling ; notwithstanding, 1 determimed to follow my 
general rule of attending public worship, and in the 
morning hastened the preparation of my friend, that 
we might be in season. It is true, we had conversed to 
rather a late hour the preceding eveniyg, and I thought 
Southerland looked as though he would gladly have 
heen excused; but be made no objections, and was 
soon ready, opened his front-door, and so we cat out for 
sueeting. 

The psople were fast coNecting, some in waggons, 
ethers on horseback, and a large proportion on foot, 
wiping their faces, which glowed with intense heat. As 
they were within forty rods of the church, the young 
gentlemen put on their woolen coats which hung over 
their arms, and the young ladies jnst stopped at an old 
two-story mansion, | suppose to draw on their. morocco 
boots, which were choicely tied up in their indispen- 
sables.. Arrived at the door, my friend waited on me 
into his pew, where I sat and viewed the congregation 
as it filled up. 

The preacher was one who possessed no original traits 
of character, nor extraordinary powers of understand- 
ing ; who preached because he had been brought up to 
the business, and who knew no other way of avoiding 
errors, than by declaiming on the same topics, and in 
the same manner, with other ministers with whom he 
had been hound in fellowship. He was dressed alamode, 
had a white handherchief,; of which he made no use, 
depending nicely over the desk, stood up in a prim ea- 
sy posture, and delivered off his discourse with a smooth 
collegial tong, sometines just lift his eye sufficiently to 
see the people before him, and sometimes. raising his 
hand to turn over a leaf. 

_ As there was nothing new in the subject, or interest- 
ing in the manner, | found it difficult to exert attention, 
and was soon wavering between sicep and wakefulness; 
now losing myself for a moment, and now roused by a 


sudden inclination of the bead, to a renewed effort for 
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selfcommand, There were others-as drowsy as myself; 
some indeed I perceived fell asleep before the com- 
mencement of the sermon, and it was not long before 
there was a very general nodding over the lower part 
of the house. 
the preacher, was his extolling the pious generation that 
settled New-England, and lamenting the alarming de- 
generacy of the present age. He had dwelt a consid- 
erable time on this subject, when by some unlucky 
chance, my head sunk down on the top of the pew (an 
event that | had resolved to guard against) and | knew 
nothing more of the speaker or congregation. But as 
the telling of dreams is accounted, by many professors, 
an important part of religious instruction, | will here 
relate mine. 

I thought that one of the old puritanical ministers 
had made his re-appearance, in flesh and blood, in the 
town of Boston. I bad an odd faney that this visit 
from the other world was granted to the prayers of the 
modern clergy for the revival and re-establishment of 
the ancient kind of religion, in which, it is well known, 
the present age is miserably deficient. The crowds, 
methought, were passing in all directions to their seve- 
ral meetings, when | first saw the old patriarch walking 
reverently down the street, with his long grey beard 
flowing on his breast, and his head shaved al] around 
below the tops of bis ears and the swell on the back 
side.. Things had strangely altered since he was a 
regular inhabitant of this earth ; he seemed totally Jost 
in the midst of his native town. He looked around, 
bewildered, on the extravagant buildings, the extrava- 
gant dresses, and extravagant custems, which to him 
were so many objects of disgust and indignation. He 
endeavoured to find out some of the clergy among the 
crowd ; but he; gazed around in vain, till he espied a 
solitary old Jew who was going about his ordinary bu- 
sinese, and whose beard and grotesque appearance led 
the old minister to suppose that this was one of his mo- 
dern brethren, with whom he might fittingly associate. 
** Grace be with thee,”? said he. The Jew first cast a 
look of inquiry at him, then bent his eyes on the ground 
and pursued his course. ‘* The Lord Jesus Christ give 
thee grace, said the old father, and preserve thee from 
the sinful pride and abominations of this town.”? Thy 
people, retorted the Jew with asperity, have forsaken 
Moses’ law,. and believed om the Nazarene; and the 
God of Abraham hath given them over to all wieked- 
ness. Horror and amazement flashed on the old man’s 
countenance—he started back as from a ghost, but im- 
mediately collecting himself, rushed up exclaiming, a 
Jew, a Jew! and grasped him. ‘*'Thou! added be,— 
thy blasphemy shall be quickly stopt, as becometh the 
duty of God’s people,” and began to haul him along, 
while the other prepared to defend himself. At that 
instant a Quaker coming up, ‘*‘ Friend, said he, thee 
must let the Jew alone,—thee has no business with him 
now.”? ‘Fhou art a Quaker! cried the father, staring. 
‘“*Thou sayest right, answered he; I am so called ;” 
whereupon, methought the old puritan sat to hallooing 
to the people and magistrates for assistance in securing 
‘his prizes. ‘* Friend, said the Quaker, thee may holloo 
till dooms-day, and no one will burt the Jew or the 
Quaker; but thy brethren will call thee, on the mor- 
row, to answer for this day’s disturbance. Nay, nay, 
rejoined he, thee needs not cai] on those people to help 


__—— 


versulists, Methodists and Papists—such creatures as ye 
were formerly wont to hang or banish. 

1 know not what was the event of this rencounter, 
for my dream was somewhat confused. It was not long, 
however, before I saw the old man running through the 
town, crying heretics, heretics. / in every quarter, as we 
would cry a thief now-a-days. He commanded, urged 
and entreated the magistrates and soldiers to turn out 
and apprehend God's enemies, who were running at 
large in their very streets. But none appearing, he grew 
furious, uttering the bitterest imprecations on the mag- 





istrates for their criminal want of vigilance, and denoun- 


For myself, the last that I remember of 


thee persecute; they are Baptists, Churchmen, Uni-f, 
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cing the most awful judgments on the country for t! is 
abomination, 

At lenght, methought, a number of ministers, some 
from the country, and some of the town, hearing of the 
old man’s irregularities, concluded to go and inform: 
him of the change which had taken place in our laws 
and practice with regard to heretics, since he left the 
earth, They introduced themselves to him as ministers, 
who would rejoice to receive instructions from the pur 
and uncorrupted age of the forefathers, and thanked 
God for the opportunity. But the old father mistook 
them for a pack of sleek wags, attempting to impose ow 
him ; and it was a long while before they could und: 
ceive him. When they had satisfied him that they were 
really what they pretended, he upbraided them sey cre 
ly for their vain dress and foppish air. They succeed- 
ed, however, in settling this matter with him, as nex: 
as I can remember, after the following manner: As t 
the fashion of their dress, it was what they could we!’ 
avoid, as the tailors were obstinately attached to it 
and indeed their garments were often procured uiade uy, 
and given to them by female and cent socicties. As 
to their manners they were obliged to assume them in 
order to become all things to all men. ‘+ But then, y:- 
are verily guilty, said he, in that ye have not watched 
and secured the crowds of heretics, whom | have seen 
in this very town, in open day-light, walking boldly a- 
mong God’s people, as though there were no laws a- 
gainst such an abomination! Ye have provoked the 
Lord of hosts with this your heedlessness !*? Ah, said 
they, blame not us ; the people care so little for relig- 
ion, that they would scarcely raise an arm to defend it 
from its foes; and the laws themselves are strangel: 
altered. It was but a few years after vou left the world, 
when the laity began to take the power out of the cler- 
gy’s hands, and to relax the laws against heretics ; and 
they have been constantly at the work ever since, till 
at last, the most orthodox of us have no more authority 
than a Quaker. They assured, the father, however, 
that they were not chargeable with having had a hand 
in this change, and had done their duty in opposing it. 
But notwithstanding they detailed the history of their 
opposition from age to age, it was evident the old man 
but half forgave them. 

In the last vagary of my dream, I stood in a court- 
house, and saw the old father brought in to his trial} for 
assault and rict-on the sabbath. On entering, he mis- 
took the judges for a set of modern ministers, whom he 
supposed stationed there to see that due deference was 
paid to orthodoxy, in all decisions; and the authorita- 
tive and indignant-address, which he instantly poured 
in upon them, bred such an uproar as awakened me. 
To my utter confusion, I discovered that the congre- 
gation was pressing out of the meeting-house. I snatch- 
ed my hat, and hastened afier the crowd, apologising 
to Southerland for my indecent indulgence in the house 
He assured me, however, that. such instances were by 
no means vnacommon, and so put me into better coun- 
tenance ; though I must-confess, I felt somewhat guilty 
for being so inattentive in divine service. 

Alter all, 1 thought the speaker’s commendation of 
the forefathers rather extravagant: but Southerland 
said he looked upon it as perfectly just, and quoted so 
many eminent wren as authorities, that 1 could not, in: 
modesty, dissent from him. 
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PASSAGES OF mane FOR AN EXPLANA- 
TLON, 
To the Editor of the- Universalist Magasine, 

Rkv. Sik,—It is requested that you would publish 
in your highly esteemed end usefu) paper, an exposition 
of the subsequent passages of Holy Writ. 

The first passage will be found in. Psalm ix. 17 ‘* The 
wicked shall be tnrned into hell, and all the nations 
thai forget God.” 
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The second pacsage in Proverbs i. 24—33, “ Because 
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} have called, and ye reufused; I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man regarded,” &c. &c. &c. 

The third passage is in Proverbs xxix. 1, ‘‘ He that, 
being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 
ty be destroyed, and that without remedy. 

The fourth passage is in Hebrews ii. 3, ‘* How shall 
we escape if we neglect so great salvation,” &c. &c. 

The fifth passage is in Revelation xxii. 11, ** He that 

3; unjust, let him be unjust still,” &c. &c. 

These passages of scripture are often quoted, by the 

opposers of Universalism, to signify that if a person 


waves this world in a state of enpenitency, or if there 
s no evidence of a saving change or hope, previous to 
death, then there is no mercy shown, no alteration made 


efter death to rescue bim from eternal misery. ‘These 
portions of divine revelation, it is presumed, will merit 
vour candid attention, and that you may give a clear 
aud obvious explanation of them, is earnestly solicited 
vy one who is anxious to have the truth promulgated 
irom the rising to the setting sun. R. C. 
Middleborough, December 5, 1820. 
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. TO THE EDITOR. 

Lev. Srr,—Notwithstanding the numerous sects and 
Jenominations into which the christian church is divid- 
ed and subdivided, until the beauty and glory of the ori- 
ginal, are almost obscured by the inter~ening creeds and 
commandments of men; still there are even at this day, 


two grand divisions, which embrace by far the greatest 


part of the christian world. I refer to those who make, 
what are called the decrees of God, an article of faith; 
and an avowed belief in. them, a prerequisite to church 
communion and fellowship. And those who reject the 
doctrine of decrees in toto, and make every thing in re- 
Jation to salvation dependant on the will of man, through 
what is called a principle of agency, connected with the 
‘calls and invitations of the gospel,” and tle striving 
of the spirit of God. Of the former, Jonnw Cavin, the 
veal author of Servetus’ death, is triumphantly quoted 
as the head and founder; while the origin of the latter, 
is traced, by its admirers, to that remote antiquity, which 
has effectually prevented the name of its author from de- 
scending to this generation; though they claim, as im- 
provers upon the original system, many able and distin- 
guished divines, both at, and since the reformation, whose 
writings are extant and among us, but who would be 
unwilling, Iam convinced, to recognize one of a thousand 
of the present age, a legitimate child of theirs. And 
what is it, that now separates at the table of our Lord, 
our Methodist and €aivinist brethren, but the very hice 
distinction adepted and adhered to with no inconsidera- 
ble degree of pertinacity, by the former, between what 
are called the decrees, and the foreknowledge of God? 
I call it a nice distinction, because to me, it is one, whol- 
ly without a difference. 

The Calvinist maintains, whether right or wrong, is 
not now the inquiry, that ** The decrees of Ged are his 
eternal purpose; whereby, for his own glory, he hath 
from al] eternity, foreordained whatsoever comes to 
pass.”? This doctrine is assailed by the respectable so- 
ciety of Methodists, as a spurious dogma of a spurious 
church: And assailed too, with all that zeal and earn- 
estness, with which we are required to contend for that 
faith, once delivered to the saints. And not only so, 
but frequently accompanied with that bitterness, wrath 
and indignation, to which the great Head of the church 
was an entire stranger. They admit that God is infinite 
in knowledge, as he is in every other attribute of his na- 
ture. They also admit that this knowledge embraces 
every thought, word and action, with which any human 
being, can, at any time hereafter, by any possibility, be 
exercised. But at the same time contend, ‘hat this in- 
finite knowledge of God, by no means renders the event 
known, cerlain, Or, to make the statement more plain. 


God eternally knew, that at this time and place, on this 
paper, and with this pen, I would be engaged in the act 
of writing. But all this knowledge of God had not the 
slightest effect to control me, either to write or let it a- 
lone. And that it is just as possible and as easy, for 
me to abstain from writing, at the time I write, as it is 
for God to love a pious soul; going upon the principle 
that he hates all others. 

I believe I have so stated the subject as to be under- 
stood. The object of this communication therefore is, 
that in the lights of reason and revelation, you will please 
to favour your numerous readers and friends, when lei- 
sure will permit, with your ideas upon the ahove stated 
subject ; and inform yourinquiring brother, what chance 
he has to escape the commission of that act, which an 
all-wise and infinite Ged knows he will commit. 

In the faith of that gospeJ,arhich is glad tidings of 
good things unto all people, | am, Rev. Sir, your hum- 
ble servant, D. W.B N. 

Wateriown, N.Y. Nov. 12, 1820. 








REPLY. 
Mr. B N. 

Dear Sir,—tin replying to the question you have sta- 
ted, at the conclusion of your ingenuous, and by no 
means unimportant communication, | have but a few ob- 
servations tomake. The dispute in the christian church 
on the subject of decrees on the one hand, and that of 
free-will on the other, has been discussed by the ablest 
abilities; and both sides have been maintained to the 
extent of all the learning and metaphysical subtlety 
which could possibly be employed on the great question. 
After all the subject is where it was first found; and 
there are wise and good men who have settled their 
minds, some on one side and some on the other, and 
so it{has been for ages. Let them not condemn each 
other. 

That the Free-willers are correct in allowing that the 
divine Being knows all things, not excepting sin, seems 
to be supported by the acknowledged fact, that the spi- 
rit of prophecy, im different ages, and in a vest number 
of instances, has foretold the events which were perform- 
ed by wicked hands. This seems to amount to compe- 
tent evidence in support of the fact, that sinful actions 
are foreknown by the Deity. And that they are also 
correct in saying, that this foreknowledge of God has 
no contro] over man to compel them to sin, may reason- 
ably be allowed; for the knowledge of an cvent is one 
thing, the chain of causes which render this event know- 
able, or certain, is another and distinct subject. If the 
knowledge which God has of a future event does not 
make that event certain and unavoidable, yet if we ad- 
mit he does know that the event will certainly take 
place, we must also allow that he knows what does make 
the event certain and unavoidable. Thus Sir, you will 
perceive that the Armenian, by allowing this foreknow- 
ledge,. acknowledges the certainty and unavoidableness 
of events, as truly as does the Calvinist, if not so un- 
derstandingly. 

Armenians are not supposed to be opposed to the doc- 
trine of decrees and certainty of all events, merely on 
account of the nature of the subject, but on account of 
two important consequences, which they honestly think 
necessarily follow from such premises. They think that 
such a sentiment tends to render a person utterly care- 
less of their moral conduct; as they believe that what 





we wiil learn by observation, we find that such people 
as believe this doctrine are equally earefil of their mor- 
al conduct ax those who. believe in the opposite senti- 
ment. And it should furthermore be observed, that this 
opinion can never have ay imfuence, in any way, to 
direct our actions ; for we never do any thing because we 
think God had decreed ii, for according to the doctrine 
of decrees, we never know whether ap act was decreed 
unti) that aot is performed. 4 

The other consequence which forms a difficulty in 
the mind of the Armenian, is, that God should frst de- 





cree all the actions of men, and then punish them for 


they are to do is foreordained and unavoidable. Yet if | 





doing wrong. This they think is unjust, and therefore 
not attributable to the Deity. But could our Armenian 
brethren believe that the whole of all things which re- 
gard mankind is ordained in infinite wisdom and good- 
ness, and surely connected so as to eventuate in his 
greatest possible glory and the highest happiness of ev- 
ery rational being whom he has made, this difficulty 
would be effectually removed. And if they will candid- 
ly reflect, they will at once see that it makes no essen- 
tial difference in the moral character of God, whether 
they say he has ordained all events, or that he permits 
them. For if God have permitted that to take place 
which would have involved his character if be had or- 
dained it, then has his character acquired an impeach- 
ment, by his not preventing the event when it was in 
his power. 
Seo 

Many hard words have been said against those who 
profess to believe in the final salvation of all men, be- 
cause it is feared that they give encouragement to men 
who live in sin. But this is so far from being a truth 
that they declare that sin is punished by a law of ne- 
cessity, and that no man can indulge in sin without 
enduring the punishment which must attend it. Is 
thie doctrine so licentious as that which says thet 
sinners are happier in this world than the righteous, 
and that, were it not for the reward ef endiess felicity , 
on one hand, or the punishment of endless misery on 
the other, it would be better to live in sin than to prac- 
tica. righteousness ? Y.Z. 

D+ 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Srr,--l wish to put a question to our Calvin-~- 
istic and Armenian brethren through the medium of 
your paper, to which I expect a categorical answer. 
The Almighty bas declared by the mouth of his proph- 
et Isaiah, ** That he will not be wroth forever, lest the 
the spiriis should fail before him and the souls he has. 
made. God is not a man that he should lie; nor the 
son of man that he should repent :” therefore what he 
says will be done. Now in the face of scripture they 
assert, that God will be wroth to the endless ages of 
eternity with the greatest part of the human race, and 
that when millions of ages have rolled away their tor. 
nents will be no nearer ending than at the close of one 
hour. I wish they would inform us how to reconcile 
their statement with the declaration of Jehovah? Dy 
so doing, they would much gratify many persons, and 
none more than myself. 

Your friend, &c. 

Cambridge, December 9, 1820. 
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To Correspondenis. 
Several Communications on file will he attended to 
as soon as our Jimits will permit. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town; Mr. John Milk to Miss Eliza Warters. 

By Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Thomas Everett to Miss 
Nancy W. Wright. 

By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Japheth Lord to Miss Matil- 
da Gooch. 

By Rev. Dr. Baldwin, 
Mary Milne. 

By Rev. Mr, Dwight, Mr. Ebenezer Clark to Miss 
Eliza Henderson. 





Mr. John W. Baxter to Miss 


DIED, 
In this town, Mrs. Emma L. Howe, aged 28. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Thayer, 51. Miss Emily Fayre. 17. Capt. 
Morey Ames, 27. Mr. Levi Smith, late of Wilmington 
Vt. 24. Mr. John Spears, 41. Sophia, daughter of 
Mr. Eben. Forbes, 2 y.& m Mrs. Jame Willis. Mr: 
Thomas Wilkinson, 88 Mrs. Deborah Lee, 67. 




















FUNERAL DISCOURSE. 


v UST published, and for sale at this Office, a Sermon 
delivered at Danvers, (Mass.) on the death of Joseph. 
Porter and Israe] Putman—By Banzs.uarStRester,. 
pastor of the Universal Church and Society ip Salem. 








Price 12 1-2 cents. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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A WINTER’S NIGHT. 


COLD blows the wind, the falling snow 
Descends in heaps of or’ent white, 

And nought but whist’ling winds that blow, 
Disturbs the silence of the night. 


‘Can nature now one charm impart, 
In this cold, dark and starless night ? 
‘Is there one smile to cheer the heart, 
‘In this wild waste to give delight? 


Yes, there are charms in ev'ry place, 
In ev’ry season of the year ; 
Where’er we turn our wand’ring eyes, 
There nature’s lovely smiles appear. 


Though a few moments we may weep, 
Yet time will joyful pleasures yield, 
The sun may sit enshrin’d in clouds, 
But rise the brightest morn to gild. 


When interchanging joy and grief, 
Shall end their hasty, magic round, 
May ceaseless day and pleasure be, 


By ev’ry child of sorrow found. M. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINF, 


A SUMMER’S MORNING. 
RISE from your slumbers, mortals, rise, 
Behold the light salutes your eyes ; 
Awake, and nature’s glories see ; 
What silence reigns! po noise is heard, 
Sare the soft singing of the bird, 
Which tunes its charming descant frec. 


How fresh the breeze! how sweet the air! 
No dark, portentious clouds appear 
Through all the wide expanse on high ; 
The Sun, which cheers our darker days, 
Dazzles our vision with his rays 

While moving through the crystal sky. 


O brilliant orb! we learn from thee, 

The nature of that mercy free 

Which flows from heay’n's exhaustless store ; 
Thou art an emblem of that Son 

Whose glorious race will ne’er be run, 

*Till sin and death shall be no more. 


That Sow or Gop shall bid the gloom 
Which now beclouds the silent tomb 
Disperse—shail bid a world arise, 

All free from sin, alive in love, 

To meet their God in worlds above, 
in regions fair beyond the skies. 


Then shall all sin and toil be o’er, 

Then “ Suns shall rise and sit no more,” 

Then shall a “‘ perfect day’ begin, 

Phen shall our “ Gop BE ALL In ALL,” 

Then ev’ry voice his fame extoll 

Who saves ** by grace’’—who saves “* from sin.” 
Ww. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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HYMN. 
WHEN we but contemplate thy works, 
Almighty God of grace, 
Heav’nly love doth fill our hearts, 
And tune our tongues to praise. 


The sun with his enliv’ning beams, 
That warms our frozen land ; 

And falling rains that fill our streams, 
Flow from thine opening hand. 








UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


The works of nature then do prove 
Thy goodness and thy grace, 

Thy mercy and unbounded love. 
To all the human race. 


The feath’red tribes their voices raise, 
And tune their warbling throats, 

And sing our heav’nly Father’s praise, 
With their enchanting notes. 


Then O ye men, who are endow’d 
With wisdom from above, 

Come.sing in golden numbers loud, 
Your Maker’s boundless love. 


Do thou O God, thy grace impart, 
And teach my tongue to sing, 
While heav’nly love inspires my heart, 


To strike some golden string. J.W. S&S. 
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THE GRAVE OF MY FRIEND, 


LET others join the gay pursuits of life, 

Mix with the ‘bustling crowd and share their strife ; 
So once did |; but now I turn away, 

Retire from pleasures which so soon decay, 

And pensive seek this sacred spot ; for here 

Sleeps one (how busy mem’ry prompts the tear) 
Whose heart once beat to purest friendship true, 
But now lies hid forever from my view. 

If those rare traits of character in youth, 

Sincere affection, innocence and truth ; 

Hf all those virtues which adorn the mind, 

Can claim the approbation of mankind— 

Oh then, let not the giddy thoughtless throng 
Despise the tribute of my humble song ; 

For, oh! had weeping friendship power to save 

A youth so dear from an untimely grave, 

Ther would my verse in livelier numbers flow, 
Nor wake spontaneous to the notes of woe ; 
Then, had not been his race thus early run, 

And a fond motiier still had clasp’d her son, 
Earth had not seem’d a chaos, dark and wild, 

But like the beauteous bow’r of Eden smil’d. 

O death! thou unrelenting foe to man, 

‘* Since first the circling years their course began,” 
Mark’d for thy prey our fix’d certain doom ; 
Seal’d in the cradle, leaves us in the tomb. 

Thy with’ring touch destroys the fairest flow’rs, 
Blasts our fond hopes, and dims our brighter hours. 
Those hopes which promis’d future bliss, 

To friendship dear of mv4ual happiness, 

That heaw’nly ray ef light which gleams above, 
The joy we fee] when shar’d with those we love, 
Are turn’d to sorrow, vanish’d with that breath 
Which bears the spirit to the shades of death. 

I mourn, my friend, thy absence ; and must mourn, 
Because to me thou never canst return ; 

And yet reioice that thy pure spirit, blest, 

Lives in the ‘* mansions of eternal rest.”’ 

A few short days—at most, short months or years, 
And I shall cease to dew this grave with tears ; 
Then may kind heaven-attending angels send, 

To waft me to the bosomef my friend. 








EXTRACTS 
FROM A *“ TREATISE ON ATONEMENT,” 


MAn’s main objects, in all he does, is happiness ; 
were it not for that, he never could have any other par- 
ticular object. What would induce men fo form soci- 
eties ; to be at the expence of supporting government; 
to acquire knowledge ; to learn the sciences, or till the 
earth, if they believed they could be as happy without, 
as with? The fact is, man would not be the being that 
he now is, as there would not be any stimulus to action ; 
he must become inert, therefore cease to be. As men 
are never without their grand objects, so they are nev- 
er without their wants, which render such an object 
desirable. But their minor objects vary, according as 
their understandings vary, and their passions differ.— 
Then, says the objector, there is no such thing as di- 





sinterested benevolence. 1 answer, words are used to 
communicate ideas ; there is that, often, in our exper- 
ience, which is meant by disinterested benevolence.— 
An American is travelling in Europe; be meets in the 
street, a young and beautiful fair, bathed in tears, her 
breast swoln with grief, and her countenance perfectly 
sad. His heart, fraught with the keenest sensibility is 
moved compassionately to enquire the cause of her 
grief: he is informed that her father, in a late sickness, 
became indebted to his physician twenty guineas, for 
which he was that hour committed to gaol, when he 
had but partially recovered his health. Our traveller 
no sooner hears the story, than he advances the twenty 
guineas to discharge the debt, and gives her fifty more 
as a reward for her generous concern, As our traveller 
did not expect any pecuniary reward, either directly or 
indirectly, his charity is called disinterested benevo- 
lence. But, strictly speaking, he was greatly interes- 
ted; he was interested in the afflictions of father and 
child ; their relief was his object, and charity his passion. 
Now did he not act for his own happiness? Yes, as 
much as ever a man did in life. What must have been 
his misery, possessing the same disposition, without the 
means to relieve? And what a sublime satisfaction he 
enjoyed, by the bestowment of his favor ! Sacred truth 
informs us, ‘** It is more blessed to give, than to recieve." 

We find some men honest and industrious; who 
think, and think justly, that happiness is not to be 
found in any other way. Others are indolent and kna- 
vish, and they expect to obtain happiness in so being. 
But they are decieved in their objects ; aud will finally 
learn, that they must be, what conscience has often told 
them they ought to be, honest and just, in order to be 
happy. 


; he objector will say, to admit that our happiness, 


is the grand object of all we do, destroys the purity of 
religion, and reduces the whole to nothing but selfishness. 
To which, I reply, a man acting for his own happiness, 
if he seek it in the heavenly system of universal benevo- 
lence, knowing that his own happiness is connected 
with the happiness ofhis fellow men, which induces him 
to do justly, and to deal mercifully with all men, he is 
no more selfish then he ought to be. But a man acting 
for his own happiness, if he seek it in the narrow circle 
of partiality and covetousness, his selfishness is irreligious 
and wicked. 
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¥YROM THE (N.¥.) GOSPEL HERALD. 

A Disciple of Calvin, and a preacher of his heresy, 
in a conversation we recently had with him, declared, 
** There will be no natural affeciion in hearen ;—TI shai 
then be like God ;—and if ONE OF MY CHILDREN /s (hex 
suffering the torments of A¥LU-FIRE inferminably, 
shall behold him unmoved, for I shall be swallowed up 
in LOVE!!! If this is heaven—give me hell!!! If 
this is love—give me haired /// That sympathetic feel- 
ing implanted in our bosoms by the God of Love—that 
natural affection which the God of Nature, the Saviou: 
of the world, expressed, when dying on the cross, he 
said, ** Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do,’ is by this accursed heresy, banished heaven, 
and consigned lo heli!!! 

Reader; their is only tRuTH and ERROR! Look at 
their origin— 

Reason to man by God was given, 

That man might learn the way to heaven ; 
Hell made an effort—hence the schism, 
Self-contradicting Calvinism!!! 


Reason from heaven is light Divine, 
Illuming our benighted mind ; 

Bat Calvinism from hell was sent, 
Our purse and heads to circumvent ! 








Series of Letters, &c. 

JUST published and for sale at this Odice, price $4 

A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rev- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Knceland’s serious 
inquiry into the authenticity of the same.—By Hosra 
BALLov, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr Buckminster, and the 
Rev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 
ches in Portsmouth, N. H. and the Rey. H. Bauxov. 
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